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Privies — Location, Care, Inspection, and Removal of Contents. (Ord. Jan. 26, 1914.) 

Art. 12. Sec. 94. Where no sewer connection, must be privies with water-tight boxes 
above ground. — All buildings not connected with sewers, used as residences and occu- 
pied by one family, shall be provided with a privy, and all parties having a privy or 
closet on their premises are required to have suitable water-tight boxes or receptacles 
overground to receive the night soil or human excrement. 

Sec. 95. Privies, distance from street and party lines. — No privy or closet shall be con- 
structed within 20 feet of any street, except it be an alley, or within 3 feet of any party 
line, or within 25 feet of any window or door of a residence. 

Sec. 96. One privy for each family; lodging houses, etc., one for each 10 persons; capacity 
of boxes. — All buildings not connected with sewers, used as tenement or apartment 
houses, and occupied by more than one family, shall be provided with one privy or 
receptacle to receive the night soil or human excrement, for each family. All build- 
ings not connected with sewer, and used as lodging houses, hotels, or boarding houses, 
and all such buildings where persons work or are employed, shall be provided with not 
less than one seat and box or receptacle for each 10 persons usually employed or 
lodged in such building. All closet boxes or receptacles shall have a holding capacity 
of not less than 4 cubic feet, preferably 1 foot deep, 1 foot wide, and 4 feet long. 

Sec 97. Penalty. — Any person violating either of the next three preceding sections 
shall be fined in any sum not less than $1 nor more than $50. 

Sec 98. Old vaults, etc. , not to be connected with sewer; filling of vaults. — No old vault, 
cesspool, or septic tank shall be connected with a sewer. Vaults existing on premises 
abutting city sewer, and provided with city water, shall be cleaned to within at least 
4 feet from the surface and filled with earth and ashes or lime and its use discontinued. 

Sec 99. City scavenger, etc., only to remove night soil, etc.; penalty. — It shall be un- 
lawful for any person other than the city scavenger, or those in his employ, to engage in 
the removal of night soil or pumping or otherwise cleaning any vault, cesspool or septic 
tank in the city, and any person so offending shall be fined not less than $10 nor more 
than $50 for each offense, to be recovered before the corporation court. 

Sec 100. Fees for work; notice to pay fees. — That said city scavenger shall be allowed 
to charge the following rales and no more: For one barrel, $1; for any fraction of a 
barrel, 75 cents; for any fraction of a barrel over one barrel, 75 cents. A barrel, as 
used in this article, is defined to contain 30 gallons. Said fees to be payable in advance 
and each sanitary inspector wearing the badge of his office is hereby authorized at 
the time of the inspection and condemnation of a closet or privy to determine the 
fee therefor and collect the same, issue a receipt therefor, and in case an occupant 
or owner is absent or not prepared to pay said fee at that time the said sanitary 
inspector shall deliver to said owner or occupant, or leave on said premises, a notice 
to such owner or occupant to call at the city scavenger's office within five days from 
said date and pay the fee named therein in advance. 

Sec. 101. Fees for pumping cesspools, etc.— The charges for pumping cesspools and 
septic tanks shall be 50 cents per barrel of 30 gallons for first 10 barrels, and 25 cents 
per barrel for each barrel thereafter at any one pumping out. 

Sec. 102. Penalty to be collected for failure to pay.—li the above charges are not paid 
to the inspector or to the city scavenger at his office within five days as above pro- 
vided, or to the wagons when they come, a penalty of 25 cents will thereafter be col- 
lected for each barrel or fraction of a barrel as shown on inspector's list. 

Sec. 103. Penalty; city scavenger may look wholly to landlord.— -Any person who 
refuses or fails to pay the city scavenger for the removal of night soil the rate fixed 
by law for such removal shall, upon conviction, be fined not less than $1 nor more 
than $100. The city scavenger, in the collection of the above fees for the removal 
of night soil, shall have the right to look wholly to the landlord and not to the tenant, 
if he sees fit. 



2873 October 23, 1914 

Sec. 104. City scavenger shall notify parties to clean privies, etc.; penalty; notice by 
health officer, etc.; sufficiency. —It shall be the duty of the city scavenger whenever in 
his judgment it may be necessary to notify parties whose closets and privies, vaults, 
cesspools, and septic tanks need cleaning to have the same cleaned within a certain 
time, using his discretion as to the limit, and any person who fails or refuses to have 
same cleaned within 24 hours by the scavenger, or those in his employ, after the expi- 
ration of the time given by the city scavenger in his notice, shall be deemed guilty 
of committing a nuisance and shall be fined not less than $1 nor more than $50; and 
each day that the closet or privy, vaults, cesspools, and septic tanks shall remain 
uncleaned after the expiration of the time specified in the notice within which to 
clean shall be deemed a separate offense and punishable as such; said fines to be 
recovered before the corporation court. 

The above notice to elean may be given by the health officer, or by the health 
inspector acting for the city scavenger, and it is sufficient either that the notice be 
left at the residence of the person whose closet is to be cleaned, or delivered to him 
in person, or mailed to his last known residence. 

Sec. 105. Sanitary inspectors. — The scavenger department shall be provided with 
Buch number of sanitary inspectors as the mayor or city commissioners may from time 
to time determine is necessary, whose appointment shall be approved by the mayor 
or city commissioners. 

Sec. 106. Authority of board of health, etc., to enter and examine cellars, etc.; recom- 
mendations as to abatement, etc., of nuisances. — The board of health, or any member 
thereof, the health officer, or any health inspector, the chief of police, or his subordi- 
nates, shall have authority to enter into and examine at any time cellars, cesspools, 
privies and drains, and all buildings, lots, and places of all descriptions within the 
city for the purpose of ascertaining the condition thereof, so far as public health may 
be affected thereby. The board of health shall recommend to the city health officer, 
and when necessary to the mayor and commissioners, the abatement, removal, or 
destruction of all nuisances in any building or on such premises. 

N. B. — For penalty, see section 198. 

Physicians, Undertakers, and Midwives — Registration Required. (Ord. Jan. 26, 

1914.) 

Aet. 13. Sec. 111. Shall register name, etc., with health officer; change of address. — ■ 
Every practicing physician, undertaker, and midwife shall register his name, address, 
and the nature of his duties with the health officer, and shall notify the health officer 
of any change of address, and the health officer shall send to each a copy of the State 
law on vital statistics, and a copy of article 14 of this chapter. 

Sec. 112. Penalty. — Any person violating this article shall, upon conviction, be 
fined not less than $10 nor more than $100; and each day's continuance of any such 
violation shall be a separate offense. 

Communicable Diseases— Notification of Cases — Quarantine— Placarding — Burial — 
Vaccination — Hospitalization — School Attendance. (Ord. Jan. 26, 1914.) 

Art. 14. Sec. 113. Physicians shall report certain diseases; physicians and midwives 
shall report infants whose eyes are affected, etc. — Every physician shall report in writing 
to the board of health the name of every patient he (or she) may have in the city of 
Houston with cholera, smallpox, diphtheria, typhus, typhoid or scarlet fever, measles, 
tuberculosis in any form, varicella, whooping cough, epidemic dysentery, trachoma, 
ophthalmia-neonatorum, epidemic cerebrospinal meningitis, pellagra, infantile 
paralysis, hookworm disease, rabies, tetanus, pneumonia or any other communicable 
disease that may be hereafter declared and published by the board of health to be 
dangerous to the public health, together with the precise locality where such patient 



